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Message from the Chairman
Reimagining New Knowledge based on Computational and Cognitive Literacy as a
Collective Global Agenda

In the name of GOD, the merciful the compassionate

Literacy, more than just the capacity to read and write, and more expansively, the apti-
tude to discern profound meanings, serves as a conduit to navigate and interpret the vast
landscapes of disciplinary, interdisciplinary, and metadisciplinary knowledge. It's worth
noting that not all forms of literacy inevitably cultivate knowledge—particularly integrated
knowledge, which entails a multifaceted understanding of diverse phenomena.

As we transition from the analog realm—encompassing text, sound, and imagery—to the
digital, which includes textual representations, auditory experiences, visual depictions,
virtual and extended realities, blockchain technology, the expansive metaverse, sophis-
ticated platforms powered by artificial intelligence, and the intricate workings of quan-
tum microchips, our literacy has evolved, we’ve shifted from a basic reading and writing
literacy to a multifaceted one, progressing from multivariable disciplinary knowledge
and in many instances, singular disciplinary knowledge to a profound understanding of
computational and cognitive domains, anchored in vast data reservoirs. llluminated by
the dawn of computational acumen, the field of computational sciences has taken root,
founding its principles on “data-driven knowledge.” This evolution has reframed our
perspective from a relative comprehension to an exacting computational understanding,
honed with Exabyte precision.

Building upon this foundation, novel insights across both general and specialized fields
have manifested, fostering new territories of expertise anchored in invaluable data as-
sets. These developments have subsequently paved the way for myriad innovations, in-
creasingly diverse and interconnected, by harnessing the integrative capabilities of data
spanning the globe. From this vantage point, media and information literacy assume
paramount importance, heralding collective endeavors characterized by “collective in-
telligence” or insights birthed from the masses, leaning heavily on “crowdsourcing” and
“dispersed data crowdsourcing” methodologies, all situated within the intricate, inter-
connected digital realm. In such an intricate milieu, the opportunities are vast, yet the
potential pitfalls are equally significant. Both genuine and counterfeit, truth and fallacy,

/
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virtues and deceptions, benevolence and malevolence coexist. Consequently, the dis-
course around the authenticity, relevance, and purposefulness of knowledge—particu-
larly in fostering well-being and happiness—assumes an even greater significance than
in epochs past. A refined perspective on literacy and knowledge promises to be a harbin-
ger of peace and affluence, championed by a shared vision and mutual enlightenment.
It is within this framework that we glimpse the dawn of a renewed Islamic civilization,
rooted in this avant-garde knowledge, encompassing computational and cognitive facets,
promoting a life defined by justice and reason, invariably linking humanity to the Divine,
ensuring the health and bliss of human existence.

Within this intricate tapestry of opportunities and challenges, the role of collaborations
and seminars that focus on Media and Information Literacy (MIL) becomes paramount.
Such gatherings are not merely academic symposia; they are arenas where ideas are
forged, strategies sculpted, and cohesive global directions envisioned. Every contribu-
tion, every shared insight becomes a beacon, emphasizing that successful navigation
through this complex informational landscape is a collective endeavor. It is through the
collaborative spirit of thinkers, researchers, and experts that such pursuits bear fruit,
and the foundation of this seminar owes its strength to their invaluable contributions.

Organized under the aegis of the UNESCO Chair on Cyberspace and Culture: Dual-spaci-
zation of the World (UCCC) and supported by numerous institutions and organizations
at the Faculty of World Studies in Tehran University, the annual MIL seminar stands as a
luminary event, shedding light on the evolving dynamics of media and information in our
globalized world. This year’s hybrid - in person and online - seminar, will be held during
the Global Media and Information Literacy Week 2023 (October 24-31), converges on
the theme of “A Collective Global Agenda,” echoing the symposium’s unwavering commit-
ment to fostering global collaborations, dialogues, and cohesive strategies.

A diverse mosaic of 54 potent presentations has been curated for this year’s seminar,
with 27 enlightening presentation in Farsi and 27 in English, drawn from scholars across
the globe. These presentations, though varied in their regional perspectives and research
focuses, share a unified endeavor: a deep dive into the facets of media and information
literacy, examining both the challenges and solutions in our intertwined digital existence.
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Themes and Categories

While the preliminary sub-themes heralded in this year’s seminar beckoning were ex-
pansive in scope, the collation and categorization of submissions received by the seminar
secretariat have elegantly distilled into the ensuing sub-themes.

1. The Dynamics of Modern Media: Encompassing the interplay of new media tech-
nologies and their societal implications, this category reflects upon the evolution
of media landscapes and the challenges they present. 8 presentations are located
in this sub-theme.

2. Emerging Frontiers in MIL: As the media landscape continually evolves, so do the
areas of study within Media and Information Literacy. This category delves into the
newest areas of exploration, research, and discourse, marking the cutting edge of
MIL studies. 10 presentations find their place within this sub-theme, representing
fresh perspectives and emerging topics in the domain.

3. Countering the Infodemic: This theme underscores strategies to combat the del-
uge of misinformation, emphasizing the urgency of media literacy as the antidote
in this information age. The number of presentations that are within the scope of
this sub-theme is 6.

4. Educational Initiatives in MIL: With a spotlight on the role of education in shap-
ing media literacy, this cluster champions policy-driven approaches and the inte-
gration of media literacy into educational curricula worldwide. 7 presentations
belong to this sub-theme.

5. Cultural Narratives and Regional MIL Perspectives: Offering a rich exploration
of regional and cultural perspectives on media literacy, this theme sheds light on
the intricacies of media engagement across various geographies. 6 presentations
can be considered related to this sub-theme.

6. Politics, Power, and the Media Matrix: Examining the interwoven realms of
media, information literacy, and politics, this segment offers insights into media
manipulation, political narratives, and their far-reaching implications. 5 presenta-
tions are located in this sub-theme.

7. The Young Digital Navigator: Focusing on the younger generation, this catego-
ry delves into the challenges and opportunities in safeguarding children’s digital
experiences, the world of sports, and their media engagements. 4 presentations
belong to this sub-theme.

9
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8. Digital Communities and Evolving Platforms: Delving into the dynamics of digi-
tal diasporas, platforms like Telegram, and the unique challenges they present, this
theme emphasizes the need for media literacy in the age of digital communities.
The number of presentations that are within the scope of this sub-theme is 4.

9. Truth in the Post-Truth Era: This category delves into the complexities of deci-
phering fact from fiction, examining influential figures, media biases, and the chal-
lenges of promoting truth in a time characterized by rampant misinformation. 4
presentations are located in this sub-theme.

The MIL Seminar aspires to not only spotlight the multifaceted challenges and innova-
tions in the realm of media and information literacy but to pave the way for cohesive
strategies and global collaborations. We extend our deepest gratitude to all contributors
and participants, hoping that their collective endeavors in this seminar enrich our shared
knowledge and catalyze impactful solutions to the myriad challenges we face. Our ear-
nest wish is for a successful, enlightening, and collaborative journey ahead for all.

Prof. Saied Reza Ameli
Professor of Communications and
North America Studies, University of Tehran

Chairman of the International Seminar of
Media and Information Literacy (MIL)
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Seminar Schedule

Opening ceremony - Hannaneh Hall (8:30 - 8:45)
Moderator: Alireza Salehi Nejad

Keynote session - Hannaneh Hall (8:45 - 9:45)
Moderator: Alireza Salehi Nejad

Professor Saeid Reza Ameli (Professor of Communication, University of Tehran and the Chairman of UNESCO Chair
in Cyberspace and Culture: Dual-spacization of the World): Redefining new knowledge based on computational and
cognitive literacy as a global collective agenda (In Farsi)

Dr Younes Shokrkhah (Faculty Member of the Faculty of World Studies, University of Tehran and the Originator of
Online Journalism in Iran): Fake News: A Global Challenge (In Farsi)

Quick break (9:45 - 10:00)

Media and Information Literacy Seminar: A Collective Global Agenda 2023

Panel I — Melal Hall (10:00 - 12:00)

Moderator: Zeinab Ghasemi
Yoones Yoonesian (University of Tehran, Iran): Media and information literacy in cognitive theory and neuroscience:
the concept of memory and nostalgia in the attention economy (In Farsi)
Himanshu Shekhar Mishra (New Delhi Television, India): Climate Change, Disasters and threats to Sustainable
Development: A Framework to strengthen Public Information Systems to empower Citizens (In English)
Mahdiye Sadedasht (Allameh Tabatabai University, Iran): Skills needed by ordinary citizens to achieve artificial
intelligence literacy (In Farsi)

Prakash Kona (Independent Scholar, India): ‘Objective Truth’ in Mass Communication: Educating Common People
to Critically Process Information (In English)

Shaho Sabbar (University of Tehran, Iran): Battling COVID-19 Misinformation: Strategies for Combating Fake News (In English)

Keynote Speaker; Mohammad Mehdi Esmaeili (Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance of Iran): Cultural
governance in the era of artificial intelligence: Requirements and prospects (In Farsi)

Ebrahim Mohseni Ahooei (University of Vienna, Austria): The Emergence of Homo Cognatexus: Implications for
New Media Landscape (In English)

Seyed Milad Mousavi Haghshenas (University of Tehran, Iran): The study of key technologies in the field of web-
based 3D graphics (In Farsi)

Ehsan Shahghasemi (University of Tehran, Iran): Navigating the Playing Field: Understanding Sports Literacy (In English)

Workshops I & II - Iran Hall (10:00 - 12:00)

Moderator: Mobile Telecommunication Company of Iran

Saleh Asghari: Workshop on digital literacy and its importance in the future of the networked world (In Farsi)
Navvab Hematiyan: Workshop on systemization challenges in facing the issue of biocyborgs (cyber bioorgans) in
Iran's civilizational future (In Farsi)

Lunch break and prayers (12:00 — 13:30)

Panel IT — Melal Hall (13:30 - 15:00)
Moderator: Zohre Kharazmi

Alev Ozeroglu (Ozyegin University, Turkey): Discussing Legal Solutions to Combat Hate Speech on Digital Platforms (In English)

Alireza Salehi-Nejad (University of Tehran, Iran): Media and information literacy and politics: How MIL
compliments political literacy in the digital age (In English)

Paulo M. Barroso (New University of Lisbon, Portugal): Understanding photojournalism’s visual literacy in the age
of (dis)misinformation (In English)
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Zeinab Ghasemi Tari (University of Tehran, Iran): Social Media and Media Literacy: Examining Social Media
Manipulation and Disinformation in the Context of Iran 2023 Unrest (In English)

Olga Vikhrova, Iaroslava Gorlova, Kristina Floriak (Lomonosov Moscow State University, Russia): Telegram as a platform for
the preservation and dissemination of traditional values in the Central Asian diasporas of the Russian Federation (In English)
Elham Kadkhodaee (University of Tehran, Iran): Responses to Israel’s Self-representation for Iranians: Thematic
Analysis of Replies to Israeli Tweets in Farsi (In English)

Panel III — Iran Hall (13:30 - 15:00)
Moderator: Shaho Sabbar

Elmira Khanlarkhani (Institute of Humanities and Cultural Studies, Iran), Saba Sadein Khoram, Sanaz Rahrovani
(Shiraz University, Iran): A systematic review of policymaking for students’ Media literacy education in Finland:
Modeling and Localization (In English)

Elaheh Nourigholamizadeh (University of Tehran, Iran): Argentina’s National Media Education Program:
Opportunities and Challenges (In English)

Melinda T. Quifiones (MIL for ASEAN Network, Philippines), Lai Cheng Wong (MIL for ASEAN Network, Malaysia),
and Rudolf Anthony A. Lacerna (Polytechnic University of the Philippines, Philippines): ASEAN Teachers’ Media and
Information Literacy (MIL) Competencies: A Cross-Sectional Study on Knowledge, Attitudes, and Practices in
Accessing, Evaluating, and Creating Media Content (In English)

Zahra Moazzami (Azad University, North Tehran Branch, Iran): Explaining the role of public libraries in teaching
information literacy to users in the digital age (In Farsi)

Benjamin Duke (University of Leicester, United Kingdom): The Future of University Publishing Houses: The
Importance of Media and Literacy Competence in Industry 4.0 (In English)

Fariba Afkari (University of Tehran, Iran): From the sea of tradition to the new wave: the role of smart libraries in
the global sphere (In Farsi)

Quick break (15:00 — 15:15)

Workshop III — Melal Hall (15:15 — 16:45)

Organized by Mobile Telecommunication Company of Iran

Mohsen Finizadeh: Workshop on transformations of information literacy and media literacy in relation to artificial
intelligence (In Farsi)

Workshop IV — Iran Hall (15:15 — 16:45)

Moderator: Mohammad Aghasi; Organized by Bureau of Media Studies and Planning - Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance

Farshad Mahdipoor: Introduction of artificial intelligence and humans: capacities for content production (In Farsi)
Mohammad Aghasi: Artificial intelligence and public opinion slippage: A new conceptual perspective (In Farsi)

Zahra Sadat Rooholamin: Effects of artificial intelligence on historical literacy (In Farsi)

Tahereh Khairkhah and Mohammad Aghasi: Generalization of artificial intelligence and the future of news in Iran (In Farsi)

Quick break (16:45 — 17:00)

Closing Ceremony — Hannaneh Hall (17:00 — 17:30)

Moderator: Ehsan Shahghasemi

Seminar and Panel Chairs: Prof. Saeid Reza Ameli, Dr. Zeinab Ghasemi Tari, Dr. Zohre Kharazmi, Dr. Mohammad
Aghasi, Dr. Shaho Sabbar and Dr. Alireza Salehi-Nejad (In Farsi)
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In Person:

The Melal, Hannaneh and Iran Halls, Faculty of
World Studies, University of Tehran

Online:

ORA1 w0

for the Iran Hall u@i. ?

5.-451 § Dl 5 S gl V6 ¢l Ot VGGl £

"‘..!': I-tﬁ for the Melal and Hannaneh Halls

P -p-ﬁ'..ﬁ{ https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82812122958  https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86085839562 F15, &= ‘ﬁ:
(@ <75 5red (Passcode: 207481) (Passcode: 641009) (@ Ny i

‘-‘W"‘JT(}‘C‘G‘)"?GK"UJWde.)“

4y sy 50U S 6l 23 g I Ml A1 B o
S oolitl abs gy e

s 3 ablie o3 35 0l 2l o Ml (818 230 35
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Participation in the seminar is free and open to the public.

To receive an international certificate, use the link below
to register and pay the relevant fee.

Receiving an international certificate is discounted for
students at all levels.

@t':@

- g ‘.@

https:/llwsa.|r/mform/68/68/

Seminar ORSh @

website:

https://mil.ut.ac.ir/ @-»%
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Artificial Intelligence and the Future of Niche Markets

Borhan Aeini
Independent research,
Tehran, Iran

Keywords:

Artificial Intelligence;
Niche Markets; Online
Commerce; Economy

of the Internet

borhanaeini@gmail.com

There is a wide consensus among the marketing researchers that the
artificial intelligence is a transformative force in numerous marketing
industries, reshaping the way businesses operate and engage with
customers. My argument here is that artificial intelligence has had a
profound impact on niche markets and it is poised to revolutionize
the very landscape of specialized industries. Al-driven technologies
are enabling niche market players to flourish in ways previously un-
imaginable. From personalized and customized product recommen-
dations to streamlined supply chain management, artificial intelli-
gence has used in an enhanced customer experience and operational
efficiency. Furthermore, in my presentation I will show how artificial
intelligence is being leveraged to identify unprecedented opportuni-
ties within niche markets and reach audiences with precision and ef-
fectiveness. Moreover, this presentation discusses the challenges and
ethical considerations associated with artificial intelligence adoption
in niche markets, emphasizing the importance of responsible arti-
ficial intelligence development and how it will be developed in the
niche markets. Artificial intelligence continues to thrive every day and
with every bit of advancement, businesses operating in niche markets
must adapt to remain competitive, making informed decisions about
artificial intelligent integration a critical aspect of their long-term
strategy. Finally, I will present my critical reflections on the role of ar-
tificial intelligence on the future of niche markets. Leveraging custom-
er data is like having a treasure map for corporations in their quest to
discover niche markets and this does not seem to be something that
makes us worried. Through in-depth analysis of customer behaviors,
preferences, and demographics, companies gain insights into hidden
pockets of opportunity and armed with this knowledge, they can craft
tailored products, marketing campaigns, and engagement strategies
that resonate with these unique customer segments to use our data
for their own benefit. They know what we want and when we want
and how to reach us to sell us things we don’t need and build stronger
customer loyalty.
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Social Media Literacy for Intercultural Communication

Sharareh Aris
Soore University.
Tehran, Iran

Keywords:
Intercultural
Communication; Social
Media; Cultural
Tolerance; Cultural
Competence

aris.sharareh@gmail.com

As of the most recent data, 4.8 billion individuals globally are utiliz-
ing social media, which constitutes nearly 60% of the world’s popu-
lace and over 92% of all internet consumers. In the span from April
2022 to April 2023, social media platforms saw a surge of 150 million
new users, marking a 3.2% annual growth. To put these figures into
perspective, roughly 410,000 new users are joining social media plat-
forms daily, translating to around 4.7 newcomers each second. Now
that social media platforms have a pervasive presence in our lives, it
is necessary that all of us who spend hours on social media reevalu-
ate our communication skills in intercultural encounters. Communi-
cation on social media provides a field for constant social exchanges
but since this kind of communication lacks natural elements like face-
to-face encounter, reaction reading, mutuality, etc., the likelihood of
misunderstanding raises exponentially here. Worse, a simple misun-
derstanding or argument between two unknown users might trigger
mass flaming and may even extends outside social media. Training on
cultural tolerance, developing cultural competence, effective language
use, active listening, mind-reading, ethical responsibility, contextual
awareness, studying connotations of words, phrases, or symbols in
other cultures, etc. are among the many strategies all courses on me-
dia literacy should teach their attendants in order to make the social
media a place for fostering better communication across cultures.
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Understanding photojournalism’s visual literacy in the age of (dis)misinformation

Paulo M. Barroso
ICNOVA- Institute of
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the New University of
Lisbon, Portugal
ORCID:
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Keywords:
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Visual literacy and photojournalism are closely intertwined and have
significant implications for each other. Visual literacy is the ability to
interpret, understand, and critically analyse visual information. Pho-
tojournalism is a form of journalism that uses photographs to tell
news stories. Since photojournalism relies on visual literacy, news-
paper readers must be able to understand the visual language of pho-
tographs to grasp the story conveyed. Visual literacy enhances the
viewer’s ability to extract meanings and contexts of the photojour-
nalism. Photojournalists play a role in shaping public perceptions of
events and issues, and visual literacy empowers audiences to criti-
cally assess the authenticity and accuracy of photographs in an era
of digital manipulation and false news. A visually literate audience is
more likely to question the credibility of an image and demand ethical
practices from photojournalists. Developing critical thinking, people
get the tools to acutely analyse the emotional exploitation and (des)
misinformation of photographs and recognize potential biases. As
false information is not easy to identify, critical thinking is the best
response to the issues depicted in the photographs and to know the
nature of the information fluxes and the media. Following a theo-
retical and conceptual approach, the purpose of this article is a) to
argue the relevance and practical and social utility of visual literacy
and its relation to press photographs, i.e. understand visual literacy
applied to photographic images in journalism; and b) to understand
the repercussions of this new dimension of visual communication in
the digital age and recognize false information and disinformation in
the digital environment as obstacles to the modern public sphere and
news media social functions.
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Safeguarding Privacy and Data Protection in the Digital Age

Morteza Darvishi
Tarbiat Modares
University, Tehran,
Iran

Keywords:
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Protection; EU-US
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morteza.darvishi@
guest.ut.ac.ir

New communication technologies have provided us with many opportunities
while at the same time we are confronted with unprecedented risks. Risks of
users’ privacy breach are possibly subject of the hottest discussions in the ac-
ademia. In this paper [ will provide a concise overview of the evolving field of
privacy and data protection; [ will specifically emphasize on their critical sever-
ity in the context of rapid technological advancement and data-devouring ma-
chine-rendering. Once privacy was considered a fundamental right associated
with physical spaces, but now it has been profoundly reshaped by the digital
revolution. The increasing complexity of data collection, storage, and analysis
capabilities has given rise to concerns about personal information exposure
and possible breach of privacy right which has paved the way for legal frame-
works like the European Union’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)
and the California Consumer Privacy Act (CCPA) to have been established; this
marks a paradigm shift in how individuals’ data is handled and hence, data
protection, closely intertwined with privacy, centers on safeguarding data
against unauthorized access, breaches, and misuse. Safeguarding sensitive in-
formation, including financial data, health records, and personal identifiers, is
of paramount importance in our hyper connected world. I'll argue that stricter
data protection regulations demand not only transparent data handling prac-
tices but also robust security measures to prevent data breaches. Moreover,
here [ will argue that the emergence of cutting-edge technologies, such as artifi-
cial intelligence and machine learning, introduces new complexities to privacy
and data safeguarding. Surveillance technologies rely heavily on vast datasets,
raising ethical concerns regarding consent, bias, and algorithmic transparency.
Achieving and maintaining a balance between innovation and privacy neces-
sitates developing thoughtful regulation and ethical considerations. The priva-
cy and data protection landscape is further complicated by global data flows.
Cross-border data transfer mechanisms and agreements, such as the EU-US
Privacy Shield, have a critical role in global commerce but also subject to legal
and political challenges. Bridging these gaps while respecting privacy rights
is an ongoing global endeavor. As the custodians of vast amounts of personal
data, tech giants and surveillance capitalism corporations wield tremendous
influence in shaping the future of privacy and data protection. The public’'s
growing awareness of their rights to data privacy has led to increased scrutiny
and demands for transparency; forcing big-tech corporations to reassess their
data collection practices and prioritize user consent. Scholars and advocacy
groups should well understand that Legal frameworks, technological innova-
tions, and ethical considerations are converging to address the evolving chal-
lenges of protecting personal information.
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This paper provides a conceptual theoretical review of the role of Uni-
versity publication presses, through the critical lens of research and
publication integrity. The paper uses four subheadings from COPE
(Committee on Publication Ethics, 2022) as a backdrop to present
the discussion. The paper identifies the major causal factors, which
will influence the development trajectory of the fidelity of University
based presses in the twenty first century. Critical research and publi-
cation ethical issues questions are considered. For example: Are safe-
guards robust enough, to prevent postgraduates having their manu-
scripts peer-reviewed and published; by their PhD supervisor who
is also an editor of their university press. Universities are a key part
of research and new knowledge transfer internally, on an intra basis
between institutions and across society as a whole. As such Universi-
ties have a research process duty of care regarding transparency, to
ensure readers are informed how research was conducted and can
be replicated. The twenty first century has heralded a proliferation of
universities which are provincial, smaller and fitter. The internet has
enabled people to study a whole degree course, without ever leaving
their home or being physically present on a university campus. This
has widened participation in the student learning journey and sub-
sequently the development of early career researchers. This utility of
twenty first century Universities is also a potential concern. The lack
of governance and scrutiny afforded by the internet online, increases
the possibility of poor research practice and publication standards.
This identifies the need to establish for some form of country wide or
global academia governance standards. In practice an academia guild
with a university’s collectively agreed remit, would ensure certain re-
search and publication criteria and parameters are met. Threats to
University research and publication integrity are manyfold. There are
electronic fake research papermills, which manufacture false research
papers based upon fictitious data. There are predatory research
journals some of which themselves are based at Universities, which
have little in the way of peer-review processes. Inappropriate jour-
nals which have a small team of editors, who are often ill-equipped
to peer-review various subject matters yet are able to pass papers for
publication. Predatory journals who publish anything so long as their
publishing fee is paid, regardless of the fidelity of the research. These
are substantive threats which could act to bring University publica-
tion houses to a halt in the twenty first century.
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The influence and penetration of the World Wide Web into the appar-
ent layers of people’s lives in today’s world has created identities that
can be called fluid identities. Fluid identities during everyday com-
munication on the Internet and social networks will lead to the cre-
ation and consolidation of new mentalities, all of which are defined
based on vague and foggy cognition of culture, gender, and race. The
mentality that cyberspace creates in the personality of the individual
causes the person to have a single definition in social media, and this
leads to the unknown and the heterogeneous identity. The creation
and expansion of fluid identities in cyberspace stem from some fac-
tors, global identities have basic and general characteristics and do
not allow other identities to emerge. Cultures and subcultures that
give independent and separate self-cognition around the world must
primarily resist the enormous waves of global identity. Cyberspace
has also led to the emergence of sub-worlds that gradually drown hu-
man societies in these sub-worlds, the virtual worlds are also defined
by fluid identities, people in this container have no other biological
and natural differences, and men and women in these sub-worlds are
considered the same. Breaking local identities in contrast to global
identity is another factor in the creation of fluid identities. People in
this new virtual world which is the result of globalization and a mas-
sive flood of information are confused. Now the main question is what
is the way to deal with these indefinite fluid identities that the pro-
cess of globalization has been facing against societies? Today, every-
one knows that there is a single-voice sovereignty in the virtual space,
a sovereignty that does not emerge in any culture, race, or ethnicity.
Different societies and cultures should seek a way to overcome this
crushing crisis of cultures, otherwise melting in this virtual monopoly
sovereignty will lead to the destruction of many massive cultures.
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Social media platforms have become primary sources of information
for a significant portion of the population, making media literacy skills
essential for navigating and critically analyzing the content encoun-
tered. Media literacy enables individuals to discern credible informa-
tion from misinformation, propaganda, and biased narratives. This
paper examines the role of misinformation in the content produced
during last year’s unrest in Iran on the Persian language Instagram
platform. It explores how this content framed a certain narrative to
influence the Iranian public and garnered support from internation-
al politicians, celebrities and the general public. To analyze the data,
the paper offers a thematic analysis of the three most popular Persian
Instagram pages that disseminated news about the unrests. The pa-
per delves into the role of visual propaganda by analyzing themes,
frames, and images posted on these pages. [t will be argued that Insta-
gram, by manipulating public opinion and shaping a biased narrative,
utilized people’s lack of knowledge to disseminate misinformation
both inside Iran and outside, which ultimately created massive dis-
trust among the Iranians and justified further sanctions and coercive
measures against Iran. Furthermore, the paper will argue that promo-
tion of media literacy will equip individuals with the ability to iden-
tify and analyze manipulative tactics used on social media platforms.
This includes recognizing clickbait headlines, identifying emotional
manipulation techniques, and understanding the role of algorithms
in shaping content consumption. It will be discussed that media lit-
eracy is crucial in the context of social media as it empowers individ-
uals to navigate the vast amount of information available, critically
analyze content, recognize manipulative tactics, and make informed
decisions. By promoting media literacy, individuals can engage with
social media platforms more responsibly, mitigating the risks associ-
ated with misinformation, manipulation, and privacy concerns.
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The literature on how governments have been embracing innovative
tools and approaches to interact with and influence foreign politicians
and public has been bursting with different combinations of diploma-
cy and other words to describe this evolving trend: track 2 diploma-
cy, digital diplomacy, selfie diplomacy, and grassroots diplomacy are
some examples. States apply the vast and expanding potential of new
information technologies to reach audiences that they would not be
able to access via a traditional diplomatic outreach. This potential,
gains significance in cases where states don’t have formal relations
and deem each other as enemies. In such cases, being able to per-
suade public opinion of the opposing country and convey a positive
image of the self can practically be a step in defeating or damaging the
enemy and projecting one’s soft power. A relevant example of such an
application of digital diplomacy is the Israeli social media activities
targeted at a Farsi speaking audience. Through content produced in
Farsi and disseminated through social networks Israel aims to change
[ranian’s perception of itself and of the Iranian government. Previous
studies have mostly remained focused on the content produced by
officials or members of the elite, and have rarely explored the public’s
reaction to such content. Indeed, the intended persuasion effect of
politicians, and the way such messages are consumed by the targeted
audience can be two very different stories. What makes this more im-
portant is the fact that digital diplomacy has made dialogue between
officials and their audience possible whilst traditional diplomacy
didn’t provide such an opportunity. To fill this lacuna the current ar-
ticle will carry out a qualitative thematic analysis of the responses to
[sraeli governmental tweets in Farsi, using an inductive approach to
determine which twitter users actually interact with such accounts
and in what ways. The research identifies the four themes of informed
opposition, sarcastic opposition, mere praise, and praise with com-
mentary, in the replies to Israeli twitter accounts operating in Farsi.
Through this thematic analysis the research will try to evaluate the
level of resonance between the persuasive strategies of the official Is-
raeli accounts and Farsi speaking audience.
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Living in the digital era has made media literacy educating one of the most
critical concerns of developing countries for society members, especially for
children and teenagers. For the past few decades, the government has also
given policymaking in this field special attention. Previous studies show that
Iran’s educational policies in the field of Media literacy have yet not to be
successful so far. Therefore, studying media literacy education policies in
countries with top educational systems can be useful for modeling and local-
izing a compiled program. For this purpose, the current study aims to review
policymaking for students’ Media literacy educating in Finland, which is con-
sidered the pioneer of Media literacy educational policymaking and also, the
owner of the best educational system in the world. Based on a systematic
review and PRISMA framework, a complete web search was performed in
English and Persian scientific databases, and 96 publications in English and
Farsi were found as whole results. Finally, 41 studies were found from 2010
to 2024 based on the inclusion and exclusion criteria. The results show that
“The Ministry of Education and Culture” is the main leader of policymaking
in Finland. While allocating the responsibility to this ministry will lead to
concentrating policymaking and prevents parallel work, it will make Media
Literacy skills fundamentally in community members’ mind from childhood.
Therefore, it is suggested that Iran’s policymaking and planning should be
performed by “The Ministry of Education” in order to maintain the main fo-
cus on education. Furthermore, Media literacy education in Finland is includ-
ed in the students’ curriculum from preschool age as a main course, or even
in the form of critical thinking skills and working with computers. While
in Iran, it has been limited to only one course in upper secondary school.
Therefore, it is suggested that the content of students’ curriculum should be
fundamentally revised and Media literacy education should be put on the
agenda from a very young age. Moreover, the experts’ training for K-12 Me-
dia literacy education has always been noteworthy in Finland policymaking,
as far as the “Media Literacy Education” course has been established at the
master’s level at the University of Lapland in Finland. it is suggested that at
first step, Media literacy experts’ education should be taken into considera-
tion as much as possible with necessity and urgency, and for the second step,
Media literacy should be taken by students as two units of a general course
in all fields of the universities. In order to inform society members in Finland,
a week named “Media Literacy Education Week” has been designated; so, it
is suggested to name a week with the same title in Iran and implement effec-
tive programs to attract the attention of the public. Finally, Media educational
content creation in the form of games, videos, manuals, guides, and official
websites accessible to all society members is another educational policy of
Finland. Therefore, it is suggested that educational policymakers pay atten-
tion to website development, reference books, and media literacy education
guidelines.
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Since mass media enables transfer of information on a global scale,
it is imperative to observe the role of the tools employed in order to
have a picture of the messages generated through them. In the same
breath, itis crucial to emphasize the ethical component involved in the
making and transmission of messages. In the absence of the moral as-
pect, a force of nature is unleashed through the technologies without
the ability to control consequences, in the way messages are created
and distributed. That’s where the issue of ‘objective truth’ comes into
focus. One cannot imagine media and information literacy without a
notion of truth that is impartial, when making a distinction between
fact and falsehood. The knowledge lost in information is often truth
that is disguised, hidden or effectively marginalized in order to sensa-
tionalize events for a larger audience. The questionable assumption is
that the masses wish to be entertained rather than informed, as in be
educated, with respect to what is happening around them. Here, edu-
cation is not about schooling or having a university degree, but rather
the ability to rely on one’s own experience to arrive at the optimal
distance for reflection between representation and reality. A healthy
skepticism towards concepts comes handy in ensuring that some
measurement of where the truth lies could enhance awareness of
how to critically process information. There are serious limits to the
argument that all truth is constructed and relative; consequently, the
difference between Hitler and Mahatma Gandhi, only a matter of per-
spective. The basis of media and information literacy revolves around
the argument that not only is objective truth possible, but also fun-
damental to mass communication. Contrary to popular belief, where
information is equated to power, for one to be overwhelmed by use-
less particulars could add to one’s sense of powerlessness, when one
realizes that exorcizing the devil in the detail is hardly a simple task.
My paper examines how the pursuit of objective truth could tilt the
balance of power in favor of victims and create platforms for dialogue
between individuals and groups operating at different levels in how
they relate to private and public authority. The truth component in
information is indispensable because it not only empowers the weak
but also legitimizes questions related to social and political justice.
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Climate Change is gradually changing the contours of global climate, leading
toanincrease in the frequency, scale and intensity of extreme weather events/
disaster incidents in almost every part of the world. As the global community
grapples with its increasingly debilitating impact on human life and property,
it has made it imperative for disaster management agencies and media in-
stitutions worldwide to launch effective disaster mitigation and risk commu-
nication strategies in disaster-prone zones to provide critical information to
vulnerable people living in disaster-sensitive zones. As primary stakeholder
facing the brunt of abnormal changes in global weather; it is becoming urgent
to formulate a ‘people-centric’ public information and communication strat-
egies, at sub-national, national and global levels. This would help empower
people at the grass-root level with requisite information, and make them be-
come more resilient in terms of climate adaptation and respond more mean-
ingfully to disaster mitigation and crisis communication measures. The recent
climate-related disaster incidents have witnessed a relatively greater media
attention with reporters being deployed in large numbers in disaster-affected
zones. This has brought the complexities of gathering news in a disaster zone
under greater public scrutiny too. The COVID-19 pandemic, the worst public
health disaster since the Spanish Flu Pandemic of 1918-19, has further high-
lighted the logistical, ethical and safety-related challenges journalists have to
face in gathering news during a public health disaster. This has made itimper-
ative to strengthen the capacity building of media professionals and institu-
tions, who can play a very significant role in strengthening information litera-
cy policies and mechanism worldwide. Media institutions have a central role
to play in facilitating the flow of critical information to common people. This
paper proposes a ‘people-centric’ National Disaster Communication Policy
designed to facilitate the flow of information to the most climate vulnerable
sections of the population in a given country. Common people need to be the
primary focus of any effective disaster communication and mitigation strat-
egy, especially at the local level. The new advancements in communication
technologies can be leveraged to create a National Information Pipeline to fa-
cilitate the flow of communication during a COVID-19 like pandemic in future.
This would also help in attaining the United Nations’ SDG number 4.7 which
attempts to “ensure all learners acquire knowledge and skills needed to pro-
mote sustainable development” and the SDG number 11 which is aimed to
“Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable”.
It would enhance Citizens’ awareness of their right to access information and
help improve their engagement with information that can make Cities more
inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable.
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Media plays a quintessential role in facilitating self-expression and
creating/re-creating identities. The power of media in contributing
to an inclusive environment where there is an active consumption of
cultural artefacts and a potential for intercultural communication is
unparalleled. Analyzing the impact of Wellerman, a sea shanty, helps
in tracing the multifarious functions of media and chart the patterns
of communication beyond borders. Nathan Evans, a Scottish singer is
credited with having started the ShantyTok trend on TikTok and later
on YouTube. Evans sang a rendition of the sea shanty, Wellerman, a
song that refers to the practice of whaling in New Zealand composed
during the nineteenth century. The folk song immediately became
a sensation on TikTok and YouTube. The comments section on You-
Tube functioned as discursive spaces aiding conversations on a host
of culture-specific areas like the origin of Wellerman, the practice of
whaling (which was later prohibited), the experience of sailing and
personal narratives detailing one’s connection with the song or sail-
ing expeditions. Analyzing this instance of intercultural and intergen-
erational discussion through a critical lens, throws light on the histor-
ical, social and cultural factors that intertwine with media to promote
dialogue in a multicultural interface. Moreover, the recognition that
the communication process is characterized by “interactivity, connec-
tiveness, instantaneity, mobility, recurrence, and flexibility” gives rise
to an increased sense of responsibility and sensitivity with respect
to dissemination of information (Bilge and Marino xviii). Through
the case of Wellerman, it can be argued that media possesses the po-
tential for fostering communications about socio-cultural events, en-
courage diverse perspectives and create safe spaces to enhance social
inclusivity and equality. By promoting intercultural dialogue, it can
effectively stop the perpetuation of stereotypes and tropes that rein-
force biases.
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In the intricate web of societal evolution, humanity has sequential-
ly transitioned, delineating its path from the foundational Homo
Custodius (1.0) to the nuanced realms of Homo Proprietarius (2.0),
Homo Conglomeratus (3.0), Homo Polymorphus (4.0), culminating
in the enigmatic emergence of Homo Cognatexus (5.0). These pivot-
al transitions have profoundly reshaped the cognitive architecture of
our species, redefining the modalities of human thought and intro-
spection. These transformations have imprints upon our cognitive
machinations, recalibrating the very sinews of human thought. Now,
as we teeter on the precipice of the Cognatexus era, we discern a real-
ity punctuated by outsourced cognition, a digitalized consciousness,
a data dependency, an augmented initiative, and an existence steered
by the precision of algorithms. The zenith of this evolution, the apoth-
eosis of Homo Cognatexus, lies in the singularity; a confluence where
the demarcation between human contemplation and machinated in-
tent dissolves, subsume our quintessence into a profound digital void.
Beyond the broader economic, sociopolitical, and ethical spheres, this
presentation aims to explore the nuanced communicative implica-
tions of the Homo Cognatexus that offer an insightful prism into the
potential future of media landscapes. By methodically juxtaposing
the communicative dynamics across these epochs, this analysis aims
to elucidate the unparalleled attributes of Homo Cognatexus and its
symbiotic interplay with evolving media constructs.
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Artificial intelligence technology is a phenomenon that has been real-
ized by machines that are trained to perform tasks based on the input
data, interpret external data, learn from that input data, and use what
has been learned to perform more tasks. At the heart of Al is machine
learning which mainly relies on supervised learning. Al has been re-
cently used in many areas of personal and professional life and entre-
preneurship has not been an exception, but this paper’s argument is
thata more active stance can perceive Al as a great and unprecedented
opportunity to further entrepreneurship among people in the under-
developed countries. Firstly, Al-driven platforms and marketplaces
can connect job seekers with opportunities, transcending geographi-
cal boundaries. Secondly, Al-based vocational training and upskilling
programs can empower individuals with in-demand skills, making
them more competitive in the job market. Thirdly, Al-enabled entre-
preneurship support can facilitate the growth of small businesses,
fostering local economic ecosystems. Individuals, NGOs, government
and international bodies can pursue this agenda and besides, more
funds are needed. But all these are useless if people in the underde-
veloped countries do not have necessary media literacy to design a
plan, execute it, and lead it to a fruitful result. In this sense, [ would
argue, the starting point should be a global media literacy project.
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Media and Information Literacy has become vocationally essential. In
order to participate and survive our industries, firms, and corporate
houses, there is a dire need to educate ourselves and understand the
new media, its technologies, and the archipelago to complex network
systems. Even if we are successful in constructing knowledge sys-
tems that affirm the need to educate in regard to the diverse nation-
alities, cultures, and collectivities, the basic dilemma remains: With
what are we educating ourselves? Are these knowledge systems in-
tegrating cultures? Is the need for adaptivity being imposed on us?
Who are controlling these systems? Are these systems accumulating
everything into a totalised whole? Who produces such systems and
articulates their tendencies? Or, are we giving ourselves up to these
systems as capital? Especially countries that are economically back-
ward and are suffering from population explosion and employment
problems, the new media has been tactfully encroaching upon their
disadvantages so that it becomes easier to integrate them. Here we in-
tend to explore how these integrations through the guise of education
discreetly molds them according to the will of the powerful institu-
tions at play, in turn creating imperceptible rifts which they are meant
to bridge, and procuring intense forms of interpellated alienation.
Through our discussion, we shall attempt to look at the possibility of
MIL knowledge systems in third world countries, how it shepherds
us into conformity, and how the smooth yet obligatory integrations
into models with no exits condition a strategic impasse. This paper
intends to address the manifold problems of Media and Information
Literacy with relation to the politics of corporate control apparatuses
and how to affirm a kind of media and information education which
relies on systems that do not retain conformational obligatoriness,
but rather constitute response-able models which operate without
false or misleading impressions.
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The social media have created opportunities for the underdog to raise
voice that even the most optimist commentators could hardly imagine.
These platforms have the potential to connect people across the globe,
but one should not forget they have also given rise to a concerning phe-
nomenon known as “echo chambers.” In this abstract, I will explore
the concept of echo chambers on social media, their impact on society,
and strategies to mitigate their negative effects on individuals and so-
ciety. Echo chambers refer to online spaces where citizens are exposed
primarily to information and opinions that reinforce their existing be-
liefs and values, while rejecting or blocking voices and contradictory
information. This phenomenon is driven by either human curators or
algorithms that curate content based on users’ preferences, leading to
a narrowing of perspectives and a reinforcement of preexisting biases.
One of the most significant consequences of echo chambers is the polar-
ization of society in which individuals increasingly isolate themselves
within like-minded digital communities, they become less exposed to
diverse viewpoints and less willing to engage in constructive dialogue
with those who hold opposing views. This polarization can lead to so-
cietal fragmentation, hinder compromise in political discourse, and
contribute to the erosion of trust in society which sooner or later will
yield in more grave consequences. Given the nature of the social media,
echo chambers can perpetuate misinformation and disinformation and
prevalence of fake news in today’s social media platforms will exacer-
bate the situation. Based on my own experience both as a user and as
a researcher, in these closed environments, false or misleading infor-
mation can circulate unchecked, as there are often few mechanisms in
place to challenge false information. Users within echo chambers are
more likely to accept information at face value, as it aligns with their
preconceived beliefs, and to mitigate the negative impact of echo cham-
bers on social media, several strategies can be employed. Citizens can
actively seek out diverse sources of information and engage with con-
tent that is contradictory to their preexisting beliefs. Additionally, social
media platforms can take steps to address echo chambers, and design
algorithms that prioritize content diversity over reinforcing existing
biases. Implementing independent mechanisms for fact-checking and
labeling misinformation can also help counter the spread of false infor-
mation within echo chambers. Education plays a crucial role in combat-
ing echo chambers. Promoting digital literacy can help users navigate
social media platforms more responsibly and effectively.
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Media Literacy Program in Argentina was initiated at the schools of
Buenos Aires in 1984 after the return of democratization process to
the political arena of the country. The experience of Buenos Aires was
extended to the national level in 2000 with the aim of promoting me-
dia literacy among all primary and secondary students in the country.
Media literacy refers to the ability to access, analyze and assess how
the media operate and construct meanings. This ability involves skills
such as inquiry, search, critical thinking, evaluation, reflection and
self-assessment that according to Share could be acquired through
gradual education and training from early childhood. The documen-
tary analysis of the initiatives taken by the Argentina’s Ministry of
Education demonstrates that the National Media Education Program
has focused on three principles, including teacher training, special ac-
tivities for students and projects for social communities, in order to
reinforce national values and to bridge the cultural gaps that separate
students based on their economic conditions. Projects such as the
“Escuela, Camara, Accién” festival, “Internet en la familia” handouts
and “Periodistas por un dia” contest, are among the initiatives that in-
corporate critical analysis and creative production into the classroom
contents. However, cultural and social exclusion which have been re-
inforced by unequal access to media and technology among various
classes of Argentine society are one of the main challenges that the
Media Literacy Program faces in the country. Another challenge is the
incorporation of students’ values and beliefs into the digital universe
and classroom contents. To overcome these challenges, more equi-
table access to media and technology among youth from the poorest
families is required. Moreover,; using media in a critical and creative
way is a fundamental approach that could ensure the efficiency and
effectiveness of the Program.
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The spread of hate speech on digital platforms is a current problem
that concerns all humanity, regardless of a particular race, religion or
gender, and must be fought with all legal instruments, without toler-
ance. At this point, combating hate speech is an important issue not
only in combating discrimination but also in building a future that re-
spects basic human rights. At this point, it is both the responsibility
and obligation of the digital media to be sensitive about this issue and
to pay attention to hate speech and discrimination expressions with-
out tolerance on digital platforms that can be accessed by everyone at
the same time. One of the basic solutions to this problem is possible
by applying legal regulations completely and without exception and
by adapting the rules introduced by international regulations and
the criteria in international court decisions to the local legal system.
Another solution is to create the right language regarding media and
information literacy and take international criteria into account when
creating a language free of hate speech. It is not possible to combat
hate speech, which is a current problem, with a single solution or a
single discipline. At this point, it is important that both legal regula-
tions and the internal order of digital media platforms progress in
harmony with each other. In this presentation, the problems caused
by hate speech on digital platforms and media will be discussed and
how we can combat hate crimes will be discussed by discussing exam-
ples of legal measures and regulations taken regarding hate speech
and the steps to be taken.
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This cross-sectional study explored ASEAN teachers’ media and infor-
mation literacy (MIL) knowledge, attitudes, and practices. It focused
on accessing, evaluating, and creating media resources in Cambodia,
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Thailand. Data was collect-
ed from 110 participants, including teachers, educators, and admin-
istrators, who joined an online training from February 8 to 10, 2023.
These participants were selected from over 1,200 applicants across
regional educational institutions. Findings showed varying levels
of MIL practices across the ASEAN countries. Although participants
from Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Thailand
demonstrated positive attitudes toward MIL, the study observed dif-
ferences in their application of MIL competencies. Teachers from the
Philippines exhibited higher MIL practices, while teachers from oth-
er countries showed mixed results. The research also highlighted the
need for enhanced training programs to promote MIL competencies
among ASEAN teachers and educators. In general, participants found
the concepts of pre-bunking, strategic ignorance, and manipulating
emotions by disinformation spreaders to make perceptions new and
unfamiliar. Participants also regarded the utilization of Google’s re-
verse image search for identifying manipulated or fake photos and
the importance of social listening in fact-checking as novel and previ-
ously unexplored ideas. The study also underscores the significance
of fostering media literacy in the education system to equip teachers
with essential skills to critically analyze and utilize media content.
These insights can guide policymakers and educational institutions in
formulating targeted interventions to enhance MIL practices among
ASEAN teachers, contributing to a more informed and media-literate
society in the region.
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The COVID-19 pandemic has not only jeopardized the lives of hun-
dreds of millions of people but also triggered an infodemic of unprec-
edented proportions. Misinformation and fake news have spread as
rapidly as the virus itself, posing a serious threat to public health and
safety. | have done several studies on different aspects of this issue and
[ have always emphasized on the urgent need to combat fake news
related to COVID-19. Here, I explore effective strategies to counter
fake news about COVID-19 and its dissemination. In the digital age,
information travels at lightning speed, and false claims and unverified
information can gain traction swiftly. The media literacy, therefore,
has a vital role in empowering individuals to critically evaluate COV-
ID-19 information sources, discern credible information from false-
hoods, and become responsible information consumers. Further-
more, here | emphasize on the importance of collaboration between
tech platforms, governments, and healthcare organizations in curbing
the spread of fake news. Initiatives to promote accurate information,
fact-checking, and algorithmic adjustments to reduce the virality of
false content have proven effective in mitigating the impact of mis-
information. Lastly, I highlight the role of public health authorities
and healthcare professionals in transparent communication. Clear,
evidence-based messaging helps build trust and credibility, making
it more challenging for fake news to take hold. As the battle against
COVID-19 still continues in late 2023, addressing the infodemic is
equally critical. By adopting a multi-pronged approach that combines
media literacy, technological interventions, and transparent commu-
nication, society can fortify its defenses against the pernicious spread
of fake news during public health crises.
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In the rising tide of infodemics that threaten to inundate society with mis-
information, disinformation, and fake news, the media literacy is a potent
antidote. Much like a pandemic, an infodemic, spreads rapidly and widely
and in the digital age, where information flows ceaselessly through var-
ious media channels, media literacy is crucial in equipping individuals
to discern truth from falsehood and navigate this challenging terrain ef-
fectively. Media literacy encourages individuals to verify the credibility of
sources before accepting information as fact. During infodemics, where
dubious sources often masquerade as legitimate news outlets, knowing
how to cross-check information and distinguish reputable sources from
unreliable ones is paramount and it it’s the media literacy that help us
to develop critical thinking skills, empowering us to question, analyze,
and evaluate the information we encounter. When an infodemic breaks
out, this means scrutinizing the claims, statistics, and narratives present-
ed in news articles, social media posts, and online videos. Media literacy,
when implemented correctly, encourages us to think beyond headlines
and consider the broader context. Through media literacy, individuals
are educated about fact-checking tools and resources that are readily
available online. These means and tools enable people to verify the accu-
racy of information more quickly and effectively. They can help identify
misleading quotes, fabricated sounds and images, or manipulated videos
(deep fake), which are often means of choice in the arsenal of misinfor-
mation, disinformation and propaganda. Media literacy teaches individ-
uals to recognize and understand bias in media reporting. Infodemics
often thrive on the amplification of biased or agenda-driven narratives.
Media literacy equips individuals to discern when information is being
presented in a slanted or one-sided manner, helping them form a more
balanced perspective. Now that the digital realm is a primary source of
information, media literacy imparts digital literacy skills. This includes
understanding algorithms, recognizing echo chambers, and appreciating
the role of social media in disseminating information to their targeted
audience. Media literacy emphasizes responsible sharing of information.
In the context of an infodemic, where misinformation can spread viral-
ly, media literacy encourages individuals to verify information before
sharing it with others. This simple act can help curb the rapid spread of
false information. Encouraging conversations that question, challenge,
and debate the information presented can help counter the influence of
infodemics. Informed citizens are more likely to engage in constructive
discussions rather than succumb to polarizing narratives.
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Media and Information Literacy (MIL) is a set of competencies that
encompasses the knowledge and abilities to access, assess, utilize,
create, and disseminate information and media content using lawful
and ethical approaches. Media convergence, the integration of differ-
ent media platforms, has created a more complex and interconnected
media environment. The rapid growth of social media and other on-
line platforms has given rise to an expansive and dynamic landscape
of information sources, making the task of distinguishing between
fact and fiction increasingly arduous. The media plays a vital role in
political communication and influencing public opinion; therefore,
MIL is of paramount importance as it empowers individuals to crit-
ically assess media content and comprehend political affairs. This, in
turn, allows citizens to make well-informed decisions and actively en-
gage in democratic processes responsibly. MIL can also assist individ-
uals to become more active and engaged citizens by equipping them
to create and share their own media messages, advocate for their
beliefs, and hold their elected officials accountable. In essence, MIL
and political literacy are intertwined and complement each other in
numerous ways. Understanding how media operates is essential for
being politically literate. MIL provides individuals with the necessary
tools to critically analyze and scrutinize the information presented by
various media outlets, helping them identify biases, misinformation,
disinformation, propaganda, or fake news. This study delves into how
media content can be manipulative, and examines the synergistic re-
lationship between media and information literacy and political liter-
acy in the digital era.
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Counsellors, educators, researchers and even police departments con-
tinuously warn about risks of the children’s’ presence on the social me-
dia and yet we witnessed that kids all over the world increasingly enter
social media platforms. Hence, the indispensable role of media literacy in
ensuring the safety and well-being of kids while navigating the complex
world of social media cannot be underestimated. There is a pressing need
to equip young users with the skills necessary to critically evaluate online
content, recognize potential risks and predators, and engage responsibly
when navigating the social media platforms. While social media platforms
offer spaces for learning, creativity, and social connection, they also expose
children to a myriad of potential dangers, including cyberbullying, privacy
breaches, and exposure to inappropriate content. One fundamental aspect
of media literacy as related to social media is the ability to discern credible
sources from misinformation and deceptive content. Children are by na-
ture less capable to do so and hence they need to develop critical thinking
skills that helps them to question the validity of information encountered
online and differentiate between reliable and unreliable sources. This
capacity becomes especially crucial in an era where misinformation can
spread rapidly and profoundly impact individuals’ beliefs and behaviors.
Moreover, some scholars maintain that media literacy aids children in rec-
ognizing the manipulative tactics employed by advertisers and influencers
on social media. By understanding the commercial interests behind spon-
sored content and the persuasive techniques used to promote products or
ideas, young users can make more informed decisions about their online
engagement and consumption choices. Moreover, media literacy encourag-
es children to become responsible digital citizens by fostering empathy;, re-
spect, and ethical behavior in online encounters. A specifically tailored me-
dia literacy technique for children equips them with the skills to navigate
social dynamics, identify cyberbullying, and seek support when needed. By
promoting empathy and kindness, media literacy contributes to the crea-
tion of safer and more inclusive online spaces. Policymakers, educational
institutions, parents, and social workers have a collective responsibility to
prioritize media literacy education and enact measures to protect children
on social media platforms. Implementing age-appropriate media literacy
curricula in schools, establishing parental controls, and collaborating with
social media companies to improve platform safety are vital steps in this
endeavor. Research has well documented that integration of media literacy
into children’s digital upbringing is an imperative response to the challeng-
es posed by their engagement with social media.
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In the age of social media, Middle East stands not only at the cross-
road of culture but has become a hotbed for online contradictions.
With a vibrant and diverse media landscape, the region grapples with
the profound impact of information dissemination on society, politics,
and culture. To make the matter even more complicated, big media
corporations with their great ability in persuasion also have special
attention to the Middle East. My argument in this paper is that to nav-
igate this complex terrain effectively and at the same time ethically,
there is an urgent need to prioritize media literacy education. Provid-
ing the Middle-Easterners with the means to critically evaluate, ana-
lyze, and discern information and contemplating who is behind all
this is essential for fostering a more informed, tolerant, and resilient
community. The Middle East has experienced significant upheavals in
recent decades, and media have always played a pivotal role in shaping
political discourses. The Islamic Revolution of Iran and then the so-
called Arab Spring were two important examples of media power in
this region. Media literacy equips citizens with the skills to distinguish
between credible and unreliable sources, and fortifies the foundations
of democracy and civic engagement. Some scholars believe that beside
inoculating the Middle-Easterners against misinformation, fostering
media literacy can also contribute to promoting intercultural under-
standing and tolerance in a region often characterized by cultural and
religious diversity and contradiction. By encouraging individuals to
explore diverse perspectives and discern biases in media narratives,
the media literacy facilitates constructive dialogues and reduces the
potential for polarization and conflict. The Middle East, like other re-
gions, is not immune to the challenges posed by fake news, deep fakes,
and digital manipulation. A specifically designed media literacy that
is in accordance with the cultural considerations in the Middle East
offers a shield against the rapid dissemination of false information,
protecting societies from the detrimental consequences of disinfor-
mation. To succeed in this endeavor, Middle Eastern countries must
integrate media literacy into their formal education systems. Curricula
should be designed to incorporate critical thinking skills, digital liter-
acy, and the ability to evaluate media content. Moreover, the mainly
Muslim population of this region must be better aware that there are
always forces in the region and in the world that see the Middle East as
a region full of opportunities that should be taken not in the interests
of the Middle Easterners but others.
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The term “multimodal media literacy” (MLM) describes the ability
to interact with, analyze, evaluate, and produce information while
operating within a variety of different contextual frameworks. The
incorporation of several modes, codes, and languages (such as icon-
ic, verbal, gestural, aural, and kinetic) into a single setting is what
is meant by the term “multimodality,” which refers to the presence
of such elements. The development of skills that go beyond simple
reading, writing, and speaking competency is the focus of this area of
study. Specifically, this area of study is concerned with the cultivation
of capacities. Literacy in multimodal media successfully includes the
standard English abilities together with other skills that are uniquely
relevant to the qualities and channels utilized in the process. In ad-
dition to this, it is required to have a proficient level of technology as
well as skill in the manipulation and development of a literacy that is
immersed in digital and collaborative spaces. As a result, the multi-
modal text, often known as “multi text,” is produced as a result of the
purposeful combination or orchestration of a great number of modes,
codes, languages, and technologies. The purpose of this research is
to investigate the extent to which MML is used in academic settings
where English is spoken and to do so across a variety of subject areas.
In addition to this, it intends to investigate the history of the MML
industry, locate abilities that are transferable to other contexts, and
investigate the unique talents that are linked with MML. In addition,
the research will make use of two research projects that were carried
out at the Bakeri school in Tabriz, both of which focused on secondary
school students, in order to show the application of MML grids and
evaluate the level of competency of the students who participated in
the study in these abilities. The conclusions that may be drawn from
these investigations will shed light on the degree to which pupils have
mastered MML abilities.
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In September 2023, the arrival of Saudi Arabian Al-Nassr football
team with Cristiano Ronaldo in Tehran, Iran brought business to a
standstill and many commentators inside and even outside started to
explain this issue. The omnipresence of sports in our daily lives and
the convergence of media literacy and sports has gained increasing
importance. Sports literacy has a critical role in understanding, con-
suming, and interpreting sports media content. From live broadcasts
of games to social media commentary, sports have become a domi-
nant force in the media landscape. Consequently, individuals, espe-
cially the youth, are exposed to a constant stream of sports-related
content. One central aspect of media literacy in sports involves decod-
ing the visual language of sports broadcasts. Understanding camera
angles, editing techniques, and the role of commentary is essential
for viewers to appreciate the narrative constructed around an event.
Additionally, recognizing the influence of advertising and branding
in sports media is vital to deciphering the commercial motivations
behind content production. Media literacy also plays a pivotal role in
addressing issues related to misinformation and fake news in sports.
Nowadays that sensationalism can dominate headlines, media literacy
empowers individuals to verify information, scrutinize sources, and
challenge unsubstantiated claims. This skill is particularly pertinent
in sports, where rumors and controversies often capture public atten-
tion. Furthermore, media literacy promotes a deeper understanding
of the socio-cultural dimensions of sports. By analyzing how athletes,
teams, and sports events are portrayed in the media, individuals can
discern underlying biases, stereotypes, and narratives that impact so-
ciety’s perception of sports figures and the sports themselves. In the
digital age, social media platforms are powerful tools for athletes and
fans alike. Media literacy extends to social media, where individuals
learn to critically engage with user-generated content, assess its cred-
ibility, and navigate the ethical dilemmas posed by online interactions.
Understanding the role of algorithms in shaping the sports content
users see is also a critical component of media literacy. Education-
al institutions and sports organizations are increasingly recognizing
the importance of integrating media literacy into their curricula and
programs. By teaching individuals how to consume sports media crit-
ically, institutions empower them to become discerning media con-
sumers and active participants in the sports discourse. This, in turn,
fosters a more informed and responsible sports culture.
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Media and information literacy promotes access to the use of
media platforms in general and messengers in particular in or-
der to establish and maintain contacts within different groups,
including digital diasporas — associations of migrants on vir-
tual platforms that allow migrants to keep in touch and sup-
port each other outside their homeland. In order to identify
Telegram groups that are most popular among members of the
Tajik diaspora in Russia, a survey was conducted among 50 Ta-
jiks officially employed in the service sector in Moscow and St.
Petersburg. As a result, it was possible to reveal the five most
popular Telegram chats. The next stage of the study consisted
of 17 semi-structured interviews in order to determine the key
elements of the value set of representatives of the Tajik dias-
pora and their assessment of their own role in the distribution
of values. According to the results obtained, representatives
of the Tajik diaspora distinguish such traditional values as the
preservation and distribution of religious customs and tradi-
tions, family values and national unity. In order to clarify the
quantitative indicators of the evaluation of Telegram as a value
transfer tool, the second stage of the study was conducted. A
total of 183 respondents were interviewed. 59% of respondents
believe that Telegram chats allow transmitting traditional val-
ues for the diaspora. 48% of the survey participants noted that
at present values are actually transmitted on the Telegram plat-
form in Tajik digital diasporas. The survey participants also as-
sessed the effectiveness of various types of content. Most often,
respondents noted text messages, audio messages, postcards,
memes and short videos as irreplaceable or important tools for
transmitting and preserving values via Telegram. Based on the
results of this study, it can be assumed that traditional values
of this ethnic group largely overlap with the attitudes of the
Russian population. Accordingly, we can talk about a certain
potential of the Telegram messenger as a tool for integrating
representatives of the Tajik diaspora into the Russian society
and implementing the tasks of migration policy.
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Fake news is possibly as old as the human being, but it was after the
large adoption of the social media and Donald Trump’s frequent ref-
erence to a vaguely described people who intentionally disseminate
false information that appeared widely in the academy texts. Hence,
here I want to offer a concise overview of the multifaceted relation-
ship between the 45th President of the United States and the perva-
sive issue of fake news. My objective in this article is to shed light on
the complexities -or simplicities? - and implications of this relation-
ship, spanning the years of Trump’s presidency from 2017 to 2021.
Donald Trump’s presidency was marked by his distinctive -and may-
be unprecedented- approach to communication, one that blurred the
lines between fact and fiction. His continuous use of Twitter allowed
him to bypass traditional news channels and directly engage with the
American public. This unfiltered and often impulsive communication
style had a profound impact on the spread and perception of fake
news and we witnessed that Trump’s penchant for labeling unfavora-
ble news coverage as fake news further muddied the waters of public
discourse, creating an environment where the veracity of information
became increasingly ambiguous. Fake news, characterized by the in-
tentional spread of false or misleading information with the aim to
deceive and Trump’s accusations of mainstream media outlets as pur-
veyors of fake news polarized the media landscape, fueling mistrust
in established news organizations and promoting alternative, often
unreliable, sources of information. In this presentation I will also ex-
plore the consequences of the relationship between Trump and the
media. On one hand, Trump’s dismissive attitude towards tradition-
al journalism and his mysterious propagation of conspiracy theories
fueled disinformation, potentially undermining the foundations of
the US that is supposed to be on the existence of a well-informed pub-
lic. On the other hand, his actions -possibly inadvertently- brought
the issue of fake news to the forefront of public discourse, sparking
critical conversations about media literacy, fact-checking, and the re-
sponsibilities of both consumers and producers of information. My
study also contemplates about the broader implications of Trumps
relationship with “fake news” for democracy and the role of truth in
a post-truth era. Understanding the Trump-fake news relationship is
critical for addressing the ongoing challenges posed by the spread of
fake news in our today’s society.
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