
The Tehran Theory and Methodology Workshop
A View on
 Islam and the Human sciences
24-25 December 2011/3-4 Dey 1390 

Institute of Humanities and Cultural Studies

Tehran
The purpose of this workshop is to discuss the relationship between Islam and the human sciences with a focus on methodological and conceptual issues. The workshop takes place over two days and consists of eight seminar-style sessions. Each session deals with the question of how understanding through the development of concepts comes about and the variety of methods of argumentation that can be deployed in the process. In each session there will be brief presentations followed by intensive discussions. For the purpose of discussion participants are assigned readings centered on seminal works in the humanities and social sciences, particularly from the fields of philosophy, history, and sociology. These works will be distributed to participants in advance of the workshop and deal specifically with the problems addressed at the sessions. 
COURSE OUTLINE
December 24 2011

The Problem of Orientations I (0930-1045)
Orientalism

Androcentrism

Values and distortions

Syed Farid Alatas, “Said, Edward W (1935-2003)”, in George Ritzer, ed.,The Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology, vol. VIII. Malden: Blackwell, pp. 3989-3990.
Edward Said, Covering Islam: How the Media and Experts Determine How We See the Rest of the World, London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1981, pp. 3-32.

Ali Shariati, Islamology: The Basic Design for a School of Thought and Action 
Part 1” http://www.shariati.com/english/islam/islam2.html
The Problem of Orientations II (1100-1230)
Eurocentrism and the types of irrelevance
The intellectual Christianization of concepts

Syed Farid Alatas, “Eurocentrism”, in George Ritzer, ed., The Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology, vol. III. Malden: Blackwell, pp. 1491-1494.
Syed Farid Alatas, Alternative Discourses in Asian Social Science: Responses to Eurocentrism, Delhi: Sage, 2006, chap. 6.

Joachim Matthes, 2000. “Religion in the Social Sciences: A Socio-Epistemological Critique”, Akademika 56: 85-105.

The Problem of Orientations III (1400-1515)
The captive mind

Syed Hussein Alatas, “The Captive Mind in Development Studies”, International Social Science Journal 24(1), 1972: 9-25.
Syed Hussein Alatas, “The Captive Mind and Creative Development”, International Social Science Journal 26(4), 1974: 691-700.
The Structural Context: Academic Imperialism (1530-1700)
Academic dependency

The global division of labour in the human sciences

Syed Farid Alatas, “Intellectual and Structural Challenges to Academic Dependency” in Kathinka Sinha_Kerkhoff & Syed Farid Alatas, eds., Academic Dependency in the Social Sciences: Structural Reality and Intellectual Challenges, Delhi: Manohar, 2010, pp. 55-77.

December 25 2011
Autonomous Theory Building and Concept Formation (0900-1045)
Subject-matter, problems/themes, methods & aims

Nature, origins and functions

Definition and concepts

Ibn Khaldun, The Muqaddimah, London & Henley: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1967, vol. 3, pp. 136-147.

Ibn Khaldun, The Muqaddimah[Arabic], pp. 90-97.
Richard Robinson, Definition, Oxford: At the Clarendon Press, 1950, pp. 12-23; 62-71; 180-191.
The Place of Islam in Theory Building and Concept Formation (1100-1230) S
Values and biases

Axioms (muqaddimāt)
Ibn Khaldun, The Muqaddimah, London & Henley: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1967, vol. 1, pp. 69-85; 89-93; 94-103; 167-183.

Ibn Khaldun, The Muqaddimah[Arabic], pp. 51-63; 67-78; 132-145.

Case Study I: Religion and Reform (1400-1515)
Theorising religion and progress

Traditionalism and modernism

Reformism and extremism

The function of religion

The method of induction

Syed Farid Alatas, “Rejecting Islamism and the Need for Concepts from within the Islamic Tradition”, in Richard C. Martin & Abbas Barzegar, eds., Islamism: Contested Perspectives on Political Islam. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2010, pp. 87-92.

Case Study II: The Modern Condition (1530-1700)
The nature of modernity

The method of poetics

Ali Shariati, Civilization and Modernization, Houston: Free Islamic Literatures, Inc., 1979.
Franz Kafka, “Metamorphosis” in Kafka, Metamorphosis and other stories, London: Minerva, 1992, pp.7-63.
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